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CONTROLLING NUISANCE EASTERM GRAY SQUIRRELS

Many people enjoy feeding squirreis in the park.

Jho nasa’t laughed at
their antics as thay beg for peanurs?

Zut {2 urtan areas of westarn
Washington. the squirrei ¥ou have been encouraglng (s NOT a weicome native.

In fact, the Easterm Grav Squirrei has become a serious aulsance in many
ireas of Tacoma. Zeattle, sna Evererr.

The Eastern Gray Squirreil (Sciurus careciinensus) was iirst :.atroaucea

around the turn of the century wnea severai were reieasea in the arborstum
of the University of Washington. ZIastern Gray Squirrelis are adapted to the
eastern United States where many natural predators keep their numbars in
check. Withoutr these naturai restraints in urban areas of western
Washington, they soon flourished to the point where they drove cut our
native Western Gray, Dougias, and Flying 3Squirrels. 3ecause of their large
size and aggressive behavior, Fastern Gray 3Squirrels are now the dominant
squirrel species in our cities and towns around Fuget Sound.

-

Besides the serious detrimental effects on our native squirrei populations,
the Eastern Gray Squirrei has algo become a nuisance and a possible public
health problem for nomeowners and gardeners.

The Washington 3tate Deparc-
ment of Wildlife gets hundreas aor

tomplaints Irom frustrateq citizans
regarding squirrels chewing holes i1 eaves and r90fs 0 galn access to

1ttics {Or nesting, ievastating tuligs and other plantea tuibs. <illing the

2ggsS and young birds of robins and ocher nacive songbirds, and even
andangering homes by chewing eiectrizal wiring.

The Eastern Gray Squirrel

iz firmly established here and can never ba
completely eradicarced.

However, their numbers can be heid in cheek and the
problems they cause can be minimizea by following these nints:

. DON'T FEED neighborhooa squirreis,.
available for them to eat.
inereazes nuisance

There is plenty of natural food
Feeding promotes overpopulation, which

problems {(those excess sSgquirrels need scmeplace to
nest when all the natural tree cavities aras cccupied -- maybe your
attic locks like a goond Squirrei nursery!). Overpopulation resuiting

from feeding of neighborhocod squirreis can also cause outbreaks of
disease due to overcrowding. 3ird feceders can inadvertently become
smorgasbards for squirrels uniess they are placed so squirrels can't

gain access and a cateh pan is used to keep seeds from dropping to the
ground.
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2. GARDEWS. BULBS. AND FROUIT TREES: Zulbs. seeds., and seedlings can be
protected by piacing a wire cage over them. 3Be sure the edges are
wall fastened to the ground. Trees have to be tritmed to eiiminate

access —-- keep limbs away from fences and the ground. & metal skirt

24 inches wide.should be placed arcund the trunks about *Two rfemr off
tha ground.

3. ATTICS: Ask yourself how the sguirreis got into your attic in cha
first place. themn lock for smail openings wnere the roof ana chimnevy
maet and be sure the flaahing is secure. <Check the roof edge near the

gutter=z -~-. sgquirrels can get in by lifting shingles at the roof edge,
50 make sSure shingies are nailed down.

eX1lSTiNg Cracks and cpenings

signs of gnawing, sSuch as teeth marks and wooa chips. +Yhen openings
are locacted, close them with sheet meral or hardware cloth. 7o raguce
aceess to the actie, trim tree limbs and shrups away frem the sides of
the house. Also install freely rotating plastic pipe (about two-foot
ssctions) on wires leading to the house so that the squirzels will

have a difficult time securing a firm foathold. Nesting squirrels can

somatimes be driven out of attics with moth crystals, lights, radios,
or cats.

ilquirreis may also eniarge

11 waliis, caves, and rzors. “heex for

If alli thase suggestions fail to dissuade Eastern Gray Squirreis from
. damaging your house or yard, then trapping is the last resort. Cage traps

baited with peanut butter on small pieces of bread cor whole nuts are thes
most effective means of capture.
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